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Everyone Harvests: Edge City Hanoi

There’s an area next to Hanoi’s outermost ring 
road that epitomizes many of the challenges 
facing the developing world, including com-
peting needs for housing, sustainable food, 
water, energy, jobs, transportation and infra-
structure. How does a rapidly growing Asian 
city, facing issues of sustainability and quality 
of life, also address the region’s food produc-
tion needs?

Everyone harvests zeroes in on the urban-ag-
ricultural tensions specifically facing Hanoi, 
a city of 6.5 million people and growing, as 
well as other developing regions worldwide. 
Experts project that by the year 2050, 80% of 
the world’s population of 9 billion will reside in 
urban centers. Food production must increase 
by about 70% globally and by nearly 100% in 
developing countries to feed the plant’s inhab-
itants. The research and design challenge was 
to develop a community of 100,000 in one 
square kilometer where people can live, work 
and still maintain food production at a variety 
of scales.

Edge City reconfigures the urban growth limit 
line to make way for a productive coexistence 
between the city and the agricultural fields 
that surround Hanoi bringing together food 
production and the systems needed to pro-
cess and distribute that food. Edge City is a 
fingered interface at the edge of the urban 
boundary to reconnect fresh food produc-
tion and consumption economies, replacing 
Hanoi’s proposed outer ring highway model 
with a dynamic corridor of production, stor-
age, packaging, processing and distribution.
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